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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Regarding claims 2, 5, and 6, the phrase "may be" renders the claims indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

3. Claim 1 recites the limitation "second cylindrical seat" in line 8. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over IMA 
(GB1004188) in view of Patrinos (4214678). 

Regarding claim 1 , IMA discloses a hatch with a dispensing piston for ice cream 
making machines, characterized in that it comprises: 

at least one cylindrical seat (1) having a vertical axis communicating by means of 
a radial duct (1 0, 1 1 ) with a freezing cylinder (pg. 1 , lines 60-69 and pg. 2, lines 24-30) 
and housing, in a manner rotatable about its axis; and 
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a cylindrical sleeve (2) provided with a radial hole (12, 13) and with operating 
means (3) for aligning in a first position the hole with the outlet of the radial duct 
connected to the freezing cylinder, while in a second position this cylindrical sleeve 
closes off the connection with the freezing cylinder, the sleeve having mounted axially 
slidably inside it a dispensing piston (7), the bottom of the cylindrical seat being closed 
off by a base element (8) provided with an opening (9) suitably shaped for extruding the 
ice cream. 

IMA DIFFERS in that it does not disclose a base element provided with a plurality 
of openings as claimed. Attention, however, is directed to the Patrinos reference, which 
discloses another food product dispenser having a base element (34) provided with a 
plurality of openings (18) suitably shaped for extruding ice cream. 

It, therefore, would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the IMA reference in view of the teachings of 
the Patrinos reference in order to allow a user to dispense the ice cream in a different 
form (e.g. spaghetti-shaped) according to the preferences of the user. 

Regarding claim 2, the modified IMA discloses the claimed invention except for 
the addition of a second hatch as claimed to create a double hatch ice cream dispenser. 
It, however, would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add a second hatch, since it has been held that mere 
duplication of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. 
St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. Furthermore, using multiple taps (e.g. a 
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double hatch) to dispense different flavors of ice cream is well known in the art (IMA, pg. 
1, lines 29-38). 

Regarding claim 3, the bottom of the piston (IMA, 7) is provided with projections 
(Patrinos, 20) complimenting the holes (Patrinos, 18) of the base or extrusion element 
(Patrinos, 34). 

Regarding claim 4, means (IMA, 3) are provided for exact positioning of the 
piston (IMA, 7) inside its cylindrical seat in the sleeve (IMA, 2) in such a way that the 
projections (Patrinos, 20) on the bottom of the piston are exactly aligned with the holes 
in the complementary base/extrusion element. 

Regarding claim 5, the piston is operated manually (i.e. by a user actuating the 
handle, 5) and mechanically (i.e. by the linkage mechanism comprising elements 4, 5, 
6, and 7). 

Regarding claim 6, the ice cream dispensing side of the hatch may or may not be 
associated with means for dispensing dressing syrup. 

Regarding claims 7-9, the hatch is suitable for mounting on a machine with one 
or more freezing cylinders (pg. 1 , lines 60-69). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DONNELL LONG whose telephone number is (571) 
270-5610. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8AM-5PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, KEVIN SHAVER can be reached on (571 ) 272-4720. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retheval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/D. L./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3754 
/Kevin P. Shaver/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3754 



